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Length: Approximately 750 words. No more; as always, the essay is, in part, a test of your 

ability to be concise and to the point. 

 

Due:  In class on December 5. 

 

Late Assignments: Anyone who has a valid reason for not meeting the assignment deadline 

must give the tutorial leader his or her reason in writing before the due date and arrange 

for an extension. Otherwise, late assignments will be penalized at the rate of 2% a day, 

including weekends, to a maximum of 10 days, after which they may not be accepted. 

 

Topic: Overleaf you will find a copy of “Fifteen,” a poem by the Canadian poet Patricia Young 

from her intriguingly and engagingly entitled An Auto-Erotic History of Swings (Winlaw, 

BC: Sono Niss Press, 2010), 67. Write an essay discussing the ways in which Young uses 

details, and literary devices and techniques to reflect, reinforce, and intensify the 

emotions, ideas, and tone of the poem. Your essay must not be a summary or paraphrase 

of the poem but, rather, analytical, precise, and supported by detailed reference to the 

text. It should also refer to a selection of such matters as imagery, tropes, schemes, and 

meter. 

  When quoting the poem, please do so in accordance with the conventions 

described and illustrated in the handout on “Quoting Poetry.” 

In approaching “Fifteen” you will want to make use of the Oxford English 

Dictionary (OED) to establish or clarify the meaning of some words. It is available online 

through the library system. 

Below are some questions that may aid you in your thinking about the poem. You 

do not need to answer all or any of them, and you should not allow them to limit your 

ideas. 

 

Why “Girl Scout Badges”; why the “hula-hoop prize”? 

Why “three for a buck”? 

What do the various locations in the poem suggest? The colours? 

Why “apple soup”? 

Why “Retched into the wind”? “Braids unravelled”? 

Where do tropes and schemes appear? Why? 

What is the attitude of the speaker to her past? To “him”? To life? 

 



 

 

 

 

 

                 Fifteen 

 

 

  Met him at the Kissing Booth: three for a buck.     1 

  Wore my Girl Scout badges, who cares,      2 

  won the hula-hoop prize.        3 

 

  Cracked beer caps with my teeth,       4 

  torched the sumac bush outside the gym door.     5 

  Lay side by side on a basement floor.       6 

  Heard children’s voices.        7 

  Sailed out to sea on the back of a dolphin.      8   

 

  Made apple soup for him, played gin rummy      9 

  on a dirty beige couch. Too young                10 

  for sex, but did that anyway.                 11 

  Had seriously nutty thoughts.                 12 

  Squirrelled them so far away                 13 

  even I’d never find them.                 14 

 

  Crawled blind across a parking lot.                15 

  He found my glasses, he laced up my Jesus sandals.   16 

  Saw God with him, saw God in him.     17 

  Strutted when I walked, howled when I wept.   18 

  Drank piss-coloured beer in a roadside bar.    19 

  If I was underage, too bad. 

 

  Was he your angel-star, your fin-de-siècle lust?   20 

  Don’t talk to me about lust.      21 

  Was he your love-kick, your groove-note?    22 

  Don’t talk to me about groove. 

 

  Retched into the wind.      23 

  Braids unraveled.       24 

  Stomach bulging like the moon.     25 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 



 


