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Length: Approximately 1200 words. No more; as always, the essay is, in part, a test of your ability to be 

concise and to the point. 

Due:   In your tutorial on February 6, 7, or 10. 

Late Assignments: Anyone who has a valid reason for not meeting the assignment deadline must give 

the tutorial leader his or her reason in writing before the due date and arrange for an extension. 

Otherwise, late assignments will be penalized at the rate of 2% a day, including weekends, to a 

maximum of 10 days, after which they may not be accepted. 

Topics:  

 

Choose two or more works from among those listed in parentheses for each topic. The poems of 

D.G Rossetti and A.C. Swinburne are in the English 1022E Supplementary Anthology.) 

 

1. Social class and its implications (“My Last Duchess,” poems by D.G. Rossetti and A.C. Swinburne). 

 

2. Water/snow/ice (“The Mother of the Muses,” poems by D.G. Rossetti and A.C. Swinburne). 

 

3. Access to knowledge (“Ode on a Grecian Urn,” “This Is a Photograph of Me,” D.G. Rossetti’s “The 

Staff and Scrip”). 

 

4. Sexual transgression and its consequences (“My Last Duchess,” poems by D.G. Rossetti and A.C. 

Swinburne). 

 

5. Death and its effects/affects (the Lucy poems,* poems by D.G. Rossetti and A.C. Swinburne). 

 

6. Women’s dependence (or lack of it) on marriage (Black Daisies for the Bride,** poems by D.G. 

Rossetti and A.C. Swinburne). 

  

7. Love as redemptive or destructive (poems by D.G. Rossetti and A.C. Swinburne). 

 

8. Groups of women (Black Daisies for the Bride,** poems by D.G. Rossetti and A.C. Swinburne). 

 

Your essay should make use of at least one secondary source and it must include citations and a 

“Works Cited” in the MLA format (see the appropriate section of The Canadian Writer’s Handbook 

or http://www.uwo.ca/english/undergrad/guidelines.html). Quotations from poems must be in 

accordance with the format illustrated in the handout on “Quoting Poetry” that was distributed last term. 

 

* The two Lucy poems count as one work, but you may choose to discuss one only. 

 

** Black Daisies for the Bride can be viewed in the Film Library in University College, and the text of 

the docudrama is on reserve in the D.B. Weldon Library. 


